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to us. A similar dissociation with a normal EOG but reduction of the ERG b-wave is found in retinal artery disease and certain forms of loss of dark adaptation. The findings of a similar dissociation in some of these cases points strongly to a specificaffection of the neuroepithelium.
The authors are to be congratulated on defining this new condition. Its aetiology may be mixed. its treatment may still be unsatisfactory. but its identification will bring some insight into the unexplained unilateral pigmented fundi we all see from time to time. Yours faithfully JOHN KELSEY 6 February 1978 From Mr N R Galloway Nottingham NG15DW Dear Sir. Over the years we have become accustomed to reading the detailed and painstakingly recorded clinical studies which have issued from the Bascom Palmer Eye Institute in Miami, Florida. In particular. we recognize Professor J D Gass' contributions to the study of diseases of the posterior pole and the macula area. In the February edition of this Journal (p 95). we have a further example of this type of clinical appraisal which should make us all re-think about some of the diagnoses we apply to unilateral diffuse inflammatory disease of the retina in young people. It is a novel idea that those conditions which hitherto have been diagnosed as retinal vasculitis. presumed histoplasmosis or unilateral retinitis pigmentosa, should be lumped together as being different stages in a single disease process. The inference that this disease process may be the result of nematode infestation is also of great interest.
I The subject is becoming increasingly complex. Dietary fibre increases stool weight, but this varies quantitatively from one individual to another, with the same quantity of fibre from different sources, and even with the physical form in which it is ingested. For example, coarse bran results in a greater increase in stool weight than a similar quantity of the same bran after hammer-milling to a fine particle size (Brodribb & Groves 1978) .
It is not known how fibre increases faecal bulk .. Although fibre has hydrophilic properties, most reported studies do not suggest that the percentage water content of the stool increases much with increased fibre intake. The increase in stool water' content is closely related to changes in dry stool weight. The contribution of fibre and of bacterial' products of fermentation to dry stool weight has yet to be defined.
The analysis of dietary fibre by Southgate has been crucial to the development of fibre research. 'Crude fibre' has outlived its usefulness and should be discarded, but let us not throw out the baby with the bathwater. Some past studies carried out before dietary fibre values were known may still have significance. We have recently correlated crude fibre values with dietary fibre values in 100 detailed histories from subjects in the Oxford area: The correlation coefficient between the two was 0.94, indicating that differences in crude fibre
